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of the planter-aristocrat could not tolerate in any
possible situation the idea of a control which he
could not himself ultimately either direct or reject.
In the Virginia and Kentucky resolutions of 1798
and 1799, which regard the Constitution as a com-
pact of sovereign States and the National Govern-
ment merely as their agent, the particularistic
outlook definitely received a constitutional creed
which in time was to become, at least in the South,
a gloss upon the Constitution regarded as fully
as authoritative as the original instrument. This
recognition of state sovereignty was, indeed, some-
what delayed by the federalization of the Republi-
can party in consequence of the capture of the
National Government by Virginia in 1800. But in
1819 the march toward dissolution and civil war
which had begun at the summons of Jefferson
was now definitely resumed. This was the year of
the congressional struggle over the admission of
Missouri, the most important result of which was
the discovery by the slave owners that the greatest
security of slavery lay in the powers of the States
and that its greatest danger lay in those of the Na-
tional Government. Henceforth the largest prop-
erty interest of the country stood almost solidly
behind State Rights.